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halts, while Makika now appeared quite frequently on our
menu. I can vouch therefore for the much-vaunted medicinal
properties of the shrub.
It had been agreed that 'Am Sala should be made our base
of operations while Zayid and ?Ali went forth towards
Shanna to recruit guides and guarantors for the proposed
southward extension of our wanderings from any Arabs they
might find in their path. We were to allow them six days
and at the end of that period meet them at Ziqirt—a stage
further south. Jabir ibn Fasl had warned us that we should
find no one in the southern pastures as the grazing tribes
had been packing up, as he left to come north, with the idea
of getting to the protection of the southern mountains before
the arrival of the punitive expedition which the guilty con-
science of the Manhali Shaikh Saif ibn Tannaf imagined to
be foreshadowed by the preparations for our expedition.
Besides Saif himself our messengers were to seek out Hamad
ibn Sultan, who had been Mr. Thomas' guide and was living
with his wife among her kinsmen of the Rashid Kathiris—
probably to be out of the way of the Wahhabi tax-collectors.
Hasan ibn Kalut of the Rashid or one of his relatives would
also be a desirable acquisition, while we should ultimately
need representatives of the Sa'ar and Karb tribes. Zayid
and 'Ali appeared to be going forward in all good faith to
serve our ends loyally, but Jabir had spoken all too truly.
They saw no signs of Arabs anywhere, and that very fact is
as striking a tribute as can be imagined to the awe inspired
by the name of Ibn Sa'ud. A party of nineteen men cannot
be regarded as a serious menace to the war-like and turbulent
tribes of the south, who can at short notice place 200 or 300
armed men in the field without difficulty. But it would
evidently be a serious matter for them to challenge the
representatives of the great King and, in any case, they pre-
ferred not to face the issue.
That night I had long consultations with the selected
emissaries, and I gave them the choice of three ultimate
objectives. An observation of Polaris gave our position as
being a little south of the 20th Parallel while our Longitude
appeared to be something in the neighbourhood of 51° E,

